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Introduction 



Bismillah Arrahman Arraheem 

All Praise to Allah Who made Himself known to His 
close slaves, with the quality of His Sublimity and 
Majesty, and lit their hearts as they witness the Perfection 
of His Attributes. He has bestowed upon them His 
Blessings, and so they believed that He lg is the One, the 
Self-Sufficient, Who has no partners in His Being, 
Attributes, or Actions; as He ffl has described Himself. 

I testify that there is no god worthy of worship but Allah 
M, Who has no partners, and I testify that Muhammad M 
is His Prophet and Messenger, who was sent as a Mercy 
to all mankind. He ££ is the best of Allah’s Creation, the 
Imam of pious people, a burden for the disbelievers, and 
a proof for all mankind. 
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The Stratagems of the Devil used by the 
Children of Adam 



Allah ffi has informed us about His enemy, Iblis (the 
Satan), when He $£ asked him why he refused to prostrate 
to Adam SESSl. Iblis argued that he was better than Adam, 
and asked Allah $jj to allow him respite, and He 
allowed him so. Then Iblis, the enemy of Allah, said: 
(Because you have sent me astray, surely, I will lie in 
wait against them (on) Your Straight Path. Then I 
will come to them from before them and behind them, 
from their right and from their left, and you will not 
find most of them thankful ones ) 1 

The majority of the Interpreters of the Qur’an have 
explained that Satan’s answer was in an ordered manner 
to show his determination to conspire against the 
believers. 

Ibn ‘Abbas <$> said: “The Straight Path is the clear 
religion of Allah (Islam).” Ibn Masud said: “It means 
the Book of Allah (the Qur’an).” Jabir bin Abdullah^ 
said: “It is Islam.” And Mujahid said: “It is the truth.” 

These are all expressions for one meaning, which is the 
way to Allah $g. 



1 Surat Al-A’raf, verses 16-17. 
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Sabrah bin Al-Faakah 4& reported that the Prophet said: 
“Satan lies in wait for the children of Adam, using all his 
(devious) ways.” 1 

Ibn ‘Atiyyah 2 reported that Ibn ‘Abbas 4® said regarding 
{Then I will come to them from before them), that 
Satan would try to influence the children of Adam “in 
their worldly affairs”. Ali bin Abi Talhah narrated that 
the above Verse meant “I will make them have doubt in 
their Hereafter.” This was in agreement with the narration 
of Al-Hasan <&, which referred to Satan’s attempting to 
make them (the believers) deny Resurrection, Paradise 
and Hell. 

Mujahid said: “{Then I will come to them from before 
them) means, from where they will be able to view (his 
devilish temptations).” 

{and behind them); Ibn ‘Abbas said: “It means: ‘I will 
make them strongly desire their world of illusion.’” Al- 
Hasan 4» said: “I will influence them in their worldly 
affairs, which I would make appear attractive to them.” 
Abu Salih said: “It means: ‘I will make them deny the 
Hereafter, and distance them from it.” 



1 An authentic Hadith transmitted by Ahmad, An-Nassai and Ibn 
Hibban. It was authenticated by Shaikh Al-Albani in “Takhreej At- 
Targheeb”(2/173). 

2 He is ‘Atiyyah bin Sa’d bin Junadah Al-‘Awfi Abu Al-Hasan Al- 
Kufi. He reported from Abu Hurairah, Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri, Ibn 
‘Abbas. He was considered as weak by Ath-Thawri, Hasheem and 
Ibn ‘Uday, but regarded as sound by Attirmidhi. He died in 1 1 1 A.H. 
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Ibn ‘Abbas & also said that it meant “I shall make them 
doubt the importance of their Deen, and good deeds.” 
Al-Hasan & said that it meant: “I shall make them refrain 
from doing good deeds.” 

(and from their left) Al-Hasan said: “It means: ‘I 
will command them to do evil deeds, which I will make 
so attractive before their eyes.” 

Ibn ‘Abbas was authentically reported as saying: 
“Satan did not say (from above them) because he knew 
that Allah ffl is above them.” 

Ash-Sha’bi said: “Allah M bestowed His Mercy to them 
from above.” 

Qatadah said: “Satan has come to you, O son of Adam, 
from all directions, except from above. So he could 
never stand in your way to achieving the Mercy of 
Allah.” 

Al-Wahidi said: “Some people say: ‘The right stands for 
good deeds, while the left stands for bad deeds,’ since the 
Arabs say: ‘Place me on your right, but do not place me 
on your left”, which means: ‘Make me among your 
closest people, not among your distant ones.” 

Al-Azhari reported, quoting other scholars, that Satan 
made an oath with the Dignity of Allah $g, (Iblis said: 
By Your Might, then I will surely mislead them all) 1 , 
misleading them all, so that they deny all that was 
reported of the outcome of previous civilizations, and the 



' surat Sad, verse 82. 
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issue of resurrection, and also confuse people in their 
daily activities. 

Other scholars such as, Abu Is’haq and Az-Zamakhshari, 
(and the word is that of Abu Is’haq) have said: “All these 
directions were mentioned for greater emphasis, i.e.: ‘I 
will come to them from all directions.’ It could mean, 
and Allah knows Best, ‘I will make sure they are misled 
from all directions.” 

Az-Zamakhshari said (interpreting the Verse: “I will 
come to them from all four directions, from which the 
enemy usually comes.” This is an example of his (the 
devil’s) whisperings and the extent of his influence upon 
them. Allah M said in another Verse, addressing Satan: 
(Stir up any of them you can with your voice, and 
rally against them your cavalry and your infantry ) 1 

Shaqiq said: “Every morning, Satan lies in wait against 
me in four observatory places: from before me, behind 
me, my right, and my left, and says: ‘Do not be afraid, for 
Allah is Most Forgiving, All Merciful.’ So I recite: (And 
verily, I am indeed forgiving to him who repents, 
believes and does righteous good deeds, and then 
remains constant in doing them .) 2 When Satan comes 
from behind me, he wants to make me worry about the 
people I will leave behind (when I die), so I recite: (And 
no moving (living) creature is there on earth but its 

1 Surah Al-Isra’, verse 64. 

2 Surah Ta-Ha, verse 82. 
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provision is due from Allah .) 1 When Satan comes to 
me from my right, he comes to stir my desire for women, 
so I recite: (The Blessed end is for the pious ) 2 and 
when he comes from my left, he comes to stir all my 
desires, so I recite: (And a barrier will be set between 
them and that which they desire .) 3 

I say: “Man follows one of four ways, and none else; he 
either takes a path on his right, left, in front of him or 
behind him. On each path, he finds satin lying in wait for 
him. If man follows any of these paths, while observing 
the Commands of Allah, he finds Satan laying obstacles 
against him to stop him from being obedient to Allah . 
But if man follows any of those paths to commit sins, 
Satan will encourage him and provide all the support he 
needs. 

The following Verse supports the comments of our pious 
scholars, as Allah M said: (And We have assigned for 
them (devils) intimate companions, who have made 
fair-seeming to them, what was before them and what 
was behind them .) 4 

Al-Kalbi said (it means): “We confine to them some 
companions among the devils.” 



1 Surah Hud, verse 6. 

2 Surah Al-A’raf, verse 128. 

3 Surah Fatir, verse 54. 

4 Surah Fussilat, verse 25. 
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Muqatil said: “We prepared for them companions among 
the devils.” 

Ibn ‘Abbas & said: “What is in front of them (are worldly 
things), and what is behind them (eternal things of the 
Hereafter).” 

The meaning is: “They made this world fair-seeming to 
them, until they preferred it to the life of the Hereafter, 
and even called them to deny it altogether.” 

Al-Kalbi said: “They made fair-seeming to them what 
was before them of the matters of the Hereafter) - that 
there is no Paradise, no Hell-Fire and no Resurrection, 
(and what was behind them of the matters of this world) 
- their misguidance in this life.” 

Ibn Zayd said: “They made all their past evil deeds, and 
the ones to come, fair-seeming to them.” (i.e. the devil 
made what they were doing seem so attractive to them, 
that they did not repent for it, and never intended to give 
up the bad deeds they were ready to commit). 

When Satan, the enemy of Allah said: {Then I will come 
to them from before them and behind them); he meant 
in this world and the Hereafter; and when he said: (from 
their right and from their left); he meant ‘the angel of 
good deeds, on the right, urges his person to do good 
deeds only, so that the devil would have to approach 
him/her from that side to impede him/her; while the angel 
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of bad deeds, on the left, forbids him/her from doing 
them, so the devil would have to approach from that side 
to encourage him/her to do so. All this is summed up in 
the following Verses: 

{By Your Might, then I will surely mislead them all ) 1 

and 

{They invoke nothing but female deities besides Him 
(Allah), and they invoke nothing but Satan, a 
persistent rebel. Allah cursed him. And he (Satan) 
said: “I will take an appointed portion of your slaves. 
Verily, I will mislead them, and surely, I will arouse in 
them false desires and certainly, I will order them to 
slit the ears of cattle, and indeed I will order them to 
change the nature created by Allah.” And whoever 
takes Satan as a protector (or helper) instead of Allah, 
has surely suffered a manifest loss. He makes 
promises to them, and arouses in them false desires, 
and Satan promises are nothing but deceptions .) 2 

Ad-Dahhak said (it means): “An assumed portion is a 
known proportion of Allah’s slaves.” 

Az-Zajjaj said (it means): “A proportion that I have 
appointed for myself.” 



1 Surah Sad, verse 82. 

2 Surah An-Nissa’, verses 1 17-120. 
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Al-Fira’ said (it means): “The people over whom he 
(Satan) was made to have authority; so it is like the 
assumed proportion,” 

I have said: “The reality of the assumption is that it is an 
estimation, which means that whoever follows Satan and 
obeys him, becomes among Satan’s appointed proportion 
of people, who would become his share. For, people are 
divided into two sections: the followers of Satan, and the 
followers of the Guidance of Allah M. 

(then I will surely mislead) 

away from the truth, and 

(surely, I will arouse in them false desires and 
certainly) 

Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Satan intends to impede the path to 
repentance.” 

Al-Kalbi said (it means): “Satan will arouse, in them, 
false desires and certainty, i.e. there is no Paradise, No 
Hell-Fire or Resurrection,” 

Az-Zajjaj said (it means): “He combined misguiding 
them with arousing in them false desires that they have 
no fortune in the Hereafter.” 

It was also interpreted as: “I will arouse in them the urge 
to follow sinful desires and innovation in religion.” 
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And it has been interpreted as: “I will arouse in them the 
desire to cling to the amenity of this world, until they 
prefer it to the Hereafter.” 

0 will order them to slit the ears of cattle) 

cutting the ears of Al-Baheerah - and this is the word of 
the majority of the interpreters of the Qur’an. The 
scholars said that this is also reference to piercing a 
child’s ear, which some of them have allowed for the 
adornment of a female child only, supporting their 
opinion with the Hadith of Umm Zar’, reported by 
‘Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, in which she 
said, talking about her husband, Abu Zar’ : “He has given 
me many ornaments and my ears are heavily loaded with 
them.” The Prophet told Aishah, may Allah be pleased 
with her, after she had related the above Hadith: “I am to 
you as Abu Zar’ was to Umm Zar’.” 1 

Imam Ahmad had authorized this for a female child but 
not the male. 

<and indeed I will order them to change the nature 
created by Allah) 

Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Satan meant the Religion of Allah”, 
and this is the opinion of Ibrahim, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, 
Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Sudday, Sa’id bin Al-Musayyib 
and Sa’id bin Jubayr. 

It means that Allah ffl created His servants with a sound 
nature, i.e. Islam. Allah M said: 



' Transmitted by Al-Bukhari. 
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(So set your face firmly towards the Religion (Islam), 
as a pure natural believer, Allah’s natural pattern 
(Fitrah) on which He made mankind. There is no 
changing to Allah’s creation. This is the true 
Religion, but most people do not know it. Turning (in 
repentance) towards Him (only), and be afraid and 
dutiful to Him .) 1 

The Prophet % said: “No child is bom except with Al- 
Fitrah (Islam), and then his parents make him Jewish, 
Christian or Zoroastrian, Also when an animal produces 
a perfectly formed young one, do you see any part of its 
body cut? Then he M recited: 

(Allah’s natural pattern ( Al-Fitrah ) upon which He 
made mankind )” 2 

The Prophet linked two issues: the changing of 
someone’s Fitrah> by influencing a child to become 
Jewish or Christian etc; and by changing of the Creation 
of Allah, through cutting. These are two things that Iblis 
(Satan) said he was going to do; so he changed the Fitrah 
of Allah by using Polytheism, and changing their 
naturally created form (set by Allah $g). 

(He makes promises to them, and arouses in them 
false desires) 



1 Surah Ar-Rum, verses 30-31. 

2 Transmitted by Al-Bukhari and Muslim, on the authority of Abu 
Hurayrah 
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his promises are those that reach one’s heart, such as: 
‘your lifetime could be extended, so that you would 
achieve all your desires in this life. You could reach high 
status, above your own people, and your enemies.’ In 
this manner, Satan increases one’s hope, making false 
promises, and arousing false and diverse desires in one. 
The difference between what he promises and what he 
arouses, is that he promises falsehood and arouses non- 
attainable desires. The base and corrupted self always 
feeds itself with false desires from Satan; it enjoys living 
by false hopes. 

(Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to 
commit fahsha’ (evil deeds); whereas Allah promises 
you forgiveness from Himself and bounty ) 1 

It is said: ‘Satan orders you to commit fahsha’, (i.e. to be 
mean and miserly) (as in this particular verse). Muqatil 
and Al-Kulabi were quoted as saying, “The term fahsha ’ 
in the Qur’an means illegal sexual intercourse, except in 
this context where it means miserliness.” 

The correct opinion is that the term fahsha’ is in its 
general meaning; it refers to every type of fahisha (evil 
deed). It refers to an unmentioned deed, so the attribute 
carries the general broad meaning of the word. 

Therefore, we say that Satan orders mankind to commit 
evil deeds and among them miserliness. Allah M has 
mentioned, in the above Verse, both the threat of Satan 



1 Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 268. 
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and his orders. He orders them to commit evil acts and 
threatens them with evil consequences (if they do good 
deeds). 

These are two things Satan requires of man: he warns 
them not to commit good deeds, so they abstain from 
doing them; and he orders them to commit evil deeds 
which he makes fair-seeming to them, and so they 
indulge in them easily. 

Allah M then mentioned His Promise, should He iSfe be 
obeyed, by those who follow His Commands and avoid 
His Prohibitions; for which His Promise is His 
Forgiveness and Bounty. His Forgiveness is protection 
from evil, while His Bounty is the offering of good. 
Abdullah bin Mas’ud 4s> reported that The Prophet % 
said: “Satan exercises his influence upon the son of 
Adam, as does the angel. The influence of Satan is that he 
holds the promise of evil and denial of truth. And the 
influence of the angel is that he holds the promise of 
good and the affirmation of truth. Thus he who perceives 
this (good promise) should praise Allah and he who finds 
contrary to it, should seek refuge in Allah from Satan, the 
accursed. He then recited this verse: 

(Satan threatens you with the prospect of poverty and 
bids you to be indecent .)” 1 

The angel and Satan take turns with a person’s heart like 
the alternation of the night and day. 



1 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi. 
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Satan’s Devilish Insinuations 



One of the stratagems of Satan is to whisper to Muslims 
in matters of ritual purification (like ablution) and Salaah, 
when they intend to perform them. He manages to keep 
them away from following the Sunnah of the Prophet g£, 
by making them believe that all the teachings in the 
Sunnah are not enough to worship Allah $g properly; so 
they try to invent other methods, hoping to increase the 
reward from Allah M, while they, in fact, are reducing it 
or even cancelling it out altogether. 

There is no doubt that it is Satan who calls people to 
follow wicked thoughts and temptations; it is wicked 
people who have obeyed Satan, embraced his call, and 
followed his command. They rejected the Sunnah of the 
Prophet M, to the extent that someone thought that if he 
performed ablution in the manner of the Prophet % and 
washed like him, he would still not be able to cleanse 
himself properly. 

The Prophet M used to perform Wudu’ (ablution) with a 
quarter of Syrian rati 1 , and washed his body with one rati 
and a quarter. A person who is under the influence of the 
devil’s inspiration would see that measure as not even 
enough to wash his hands. It was authentically reported 
that the Prophet $i performed the steps of ablution one by 

1 Syrian measure equal to 3.202kg (3.202 litres of water). 
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one, and would not exceed beyond three times for a 
particular step. He M even mentioned that: “Whoever 
exceeds this has transgressed and acted unjustly.” The 
person under the influence of waswasah is a transgressor, 
as testified by the Prophet ££. Therefore, how could we 
possibly get closer to Allah M with acts that transgress 
beyond His boundaries? 

It was also reported that the Prophet M used to perform 
Ghusl (the major ritual ablution of the whole body) with 
‘Aishah & using just one large bowl, in which some 
traces of dough remained. If the person, under the 
influence of Satan, heard of someone doing likewise, he 
would object to him, saying: “This is not enough for two 
people to wash properly!” 

The Prophet $s used to wash using one large bowl not 
only with ‘Aishah but with his other wives, such as 
Maimunah and Umm Salamah. 

Ibn ‘Umar & was also quoted as saying: “During the 
Prophet’s lifetime, husbands and their wives used to 
perform ablution using one single bowl,” 

The guidance of the Prophet M states that it is permissible 
to wash from a container, even if it is not full of water; 
and whoever does not wash unless the basin is full of 
water and does not let others share it with him, is indeed 
transgressing the Sunnah of the Prophet %. 



19 




Shaikh Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah bless him) said: “It 
needs more strength to scold such people from legislating 
beyond the Divine Legislation of Allah $g; for they 
worship Allah M with their innovations, not by following 
the Sunnah of His Prophet M- 

This authentic Sunnah confirms that the Prophet M and 
his Companions 4® did not waste water by pouring it 
abundantly, and this was also the practice of their 
Followers. 

Sa’id bin Al-Musayyib (may Allah bless him) said: “I 
used to perform ablution from on single container, and 
would leave some for my wife.” 

Imam Ahmad (may Allah bless him) said: “A 
knowledgeable person should only use a small quantity of 
water.” 

When the Prophet % performed ablution or washed all his 
body, he used to put his hand inside the container to get 
water; he would rinse his mouth and wash his nose. The 
person under the influence of Satan’s whisperings would 
not agree; he would most likely consider that water as 
impure, and would never share one container with his 
wife! He would feel disgust at the thought of it, the way 
the disbeliever feels when Allah’s Name is mentioned. 

People under the influence of Satan’s whisperings may 
say: “We carry out these precautions for the Sake of our 
Religion; implementing the sayings of the Prophet 
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“Leave what causes you doubt, and turn to what does not 
cause you doubt,” 1 and “Whoever saves himself from the 
suspicious things, saves his religion and his honour,” 2 and 
“A sin is that which weaves in the heart of someone.” 

Some scholars of the past have said: “A sin leaves the 
heart in perplexity and anxiety.” The Prophet f| passed a 
date fallen on the way and said: “Were I not afraid that it 
may be from a Sadaqah (charitable gifts), I would have 
eaten it.” 3 Has the Prophet §$ not abstained from eating 
the date as a precaution? 

Imam Malik gave a fatwa (legal opinion) with regards to 
a person who divorced his wife and had doubt, whether it 
was the first or third pronouncement of divorce, that it 
should be considered as the third pronouncement of 
divorce, as a precaution to prevent any illegal sexual 
relations occurring (between the man and his divorced 
wife). 

He also gave a fatwa concerning a man who divorced one 
of his wives yet forgot (that he had divorced her), that all 
his wives should automatically be divorced from him, as 
a precaution against his forgetfulness; a preventive 
measure against doubt. 



' Recorded by Imam Ahmad, on the authority of Anas 4h. Also 
recorded by An-Nassai, At-Tirmidhi who said: it is sound and 
authentic, and Ibn Hibban, on the authority of Al-Hasan bin Ali fr. 

2 Recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi, on 
the authority of An-Nu’man bin Bashir. 

3 Recorded by Al-Bukhari, on the authority of Anas 4s>- 
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If a man should say to his wife: “At the end of the year, 
you will be fully divorced (three times),” then she should 
be divorced from him there and then (i.e. at the time of 
his saying so), as this is a preventive measure. 

The scholars have also said, in this context of 
precautionary measures, that whoever misses the spot of 
impurity in his garment, should wash the whole of it. 

The scholars have said that if a person was wearing clean 
garments and one of the garments should become impure, 
yet he has doubt as to which one it was, then he may 
perform Salaah wearing a garment over the impure one 
(depending on the number of impure spots), and perform 
an extra Salaah for certainty; to relieve his conscience. 

The scholars said that if clean vessels were mixed and 
confused with impure ones, one should avoid all of them 
and perform tayammum instead. Also if one is confused 
about the direction of the Qiblah 1 , then one should 
perform four Salaahs according to some scholars, to 
relieve one’s conscience with certainty. 

They have said: “Whoever did not perform a particular 
Salaah in a day, and forgot about it, should perform all 
five Salaahs of that particular day again.” 

The Prophet % has commanded that whoever has doubt in 
his Salaah, should make decisions based on certainty (i.e. 

1 Direction in which Muslims turn while praying, towards the 
Ka’bah. 
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acting according to his certainty). He M forbade Muslims 
from eating game if one was not sure whether the prey 
was hit by him or by someone else, and also if it fell into 
water. 

These are some examples in the long topic of 
doubtfulness and precaution. 

Precaution and acting according to certainty is not 
rejected in Islam, even if some people like to call it 
waswasahl 

If we take precautions for ourselves and act only 
according to our certainty, by leaving what causes us 
doubt, and turning to what does not cause us doubt, and 
by avoiding suspicious things, we would certainly not be 
outside the teachings of the Shari' ah, nor be indulging in 
the world of bid’ah (innovation). This is better than one 
taking things for granted, acting carelessly, regarding 
one’s religion, such as not paying attention to the amount 
of water one uses for wudu’, or in what place one 
performs Salaah, or one’s purity of clothes; such a person 
does not care about suspicious things, and considers 
everything as pure, even if doubtful. 

They said: “All they object from us are the precautionary 
measures we take in performing an obligation or avoiding 
a forbidden one. This is better than acting carelessly with 
regard to both; because it often leads to shortcomings in 
one’s obligations, and involvement in forbidden things. 
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Allah M has said: 

{Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah you have a good 
example to follow for him who hopes for Allah and the 
Last Day, and remembers Allah much ) 1 

{Say: If your really love Allah, then follow me, Allah 
will love you ) 2 

{and follow him so that you may be guided ) 3 

{and verily, this is my Straight Path, so follow it and 
do not follow other paths ) 4 

The Right Path that Allah M Commands us to follow is 
that of the Prophet which was followed by his 
Companions ■#. Yet whatever objective deviates from it 
is a form of transgression. Nevertheless, transgression 
can either be serious or less so; and between the two, 
there are levels of transgression that can only be 
measured by Allah M. 

Therefore, the scale with which one can use to identify 
righteousness from transgression is the Sunnah of the 
Prophet M and his Companions 



1 Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 21. 

2 Surah Al- ‘Imran, verse 31. 

5 Surah Al-A’raf, verse 158. 

4 Surah Al-An’am, verse 153. 
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